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WEEK COMMENCING 22nd MARCH 2020

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Saturday 6.00 p.m. First Mass of Sunday Lent 4 -
Sunday 10.00 a.m. Parish Mass with Children's Liturgy -
Monday 9.30 a.m. Lent weekday Mass - for Archbishop Peter smith R.l.P.

Tuesday
Wednesday 9.30 a.m. The Annunciation of the Lord - for those who are unwell

Thursday
Friday 7.30 p.m. Lent, Short Stations of the Cross and Mass -/or the Holy Souls

Saturday 5.00 p.m. First Mass of Sunday Lent 5 -

Sunday 10.00 a.m. parish Mass with Children's Liturgy - for Jack & Angela Merricks R,l.P. (Foundation Mass)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation with individual confession: Saturday 5.30 - 5.55 p.m.

in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. At other times by arrangement'

LENT WEEK 4

A Sunday of rejoicing (Laetare Sunday). We look

forward with anticipation to the end of Lent with our

celebration of Easter. Jesus' resurrection is the "light

at the end of the tunnel". God sees beyond

appearances.
There is the option of wearing a rose coloured

chasuble this SundaY.

FOR THOSE ON THE JOURNEY OF FAITH

The Second Scrutiny takes place this Sunday -
"Father of mercy, you led the man born blind to the

Kingdom of Light through the gift of faith in your Son'

Free these elect from the false values that surround

and blind them. Set them firmly in your truth, children

of the light forever".

MOTHERS DAV

A special prayer for our Mothers who have given us

birth.

ENVELOPE BOXES FOR YOUR OFFERINGS

Numbered boxes will be distributed over the next few

weeks. For those of you who pay lncome Tax you can

enhance your donations by Gift Aiding them' A

declaration form needs to be signed, if you have not

already done so. Remember each parish is part of the

Diocesan Charity number.

ST. JOHN,S GOSPET - A RECOMMENDATION

An introduction to the Gospel of St. John and an

explanation of the 3 Gospels of Lent Sundays 3,4 & 5.

Visit www.redemptoristnublications and then search

for 'latest news'. You will find the videos given by Fr

Denis McBride in which he opens up the Gospel of the

Samaritan woman at the well and the man born blind.

THE RE-DEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY

OF MARY

This will happen on the Sunday following Lady Day,

the Solemnity of the Annunciation - 29th March 2020.

You will have read of the title "The Dowry of Mary"

and its historical origins in the A&B News, Catholic

journals and websites.
There is a Display in the entrance.

So next Sunday 29th March, during Mass we will pray

the Angelus and have the Entrustment of England to
our Lady. lt is based on previous prayers of 1532,

1893, 1948 and St John Paul ll's Act of Consecration

when he came to England in 1982'

Walsingham, for centuries has been the cradle of
Marian devotion in England. ln 1051 a replica of the

Holy House of the Annunciation was built at the Priory

there. lt was Pope Leo Xlll when he signed the Receipt

of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in 1897 who

said "when England goes back to Walsingham, Our

Lady will come back to England.

Our Lady of Walsingham, PraY for us.

Plenary lndulgence. Please read the Bishop's Decree

and the relevant Conditions. lt may well be that the

exception in the second paragraph may apply.

The Arundel and Brighhn Diocesan Trust is a Regislered Charity No. 252878



OUR CHURCH WILL BE

OPEN FOR PRAYER ON -

SUNDAYS 9.30 AM I IAM

WEDNESDAYS 9.3OAM -
IIAM

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
IS RESERVED FOR OUR
ADORATION IN THE

SMALL CHAPEL



*.TII,, CH U RCH [5i T ...TOGETHER
qp\Udteru ENGLANDNationa[ ca[[ to prayer

Presidents of Churches Together in England have issued a call to prayer in the light of the Coronavirus

pandemic. This is for all churcltes and people of prayerto join on Sunday 2?d March, Mothering Sunday.

Theywrite....

This Mothering Sunday, 22nd March, we are calling all churches to a National Day of Prayer and Action. At

such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we are reminded of our

dependence on our loving Heavenly Father and the future that he holds.

At 7pm this Sunday, tight a candte in the windows of your homes as a visible symbo[ of the light of [ife,

Jesus Christ, our soLrrce and hope in prayer.

Whetheryou are continuing to worship as congregations or not, we have the great privilege and freedom to

be able to call upon God, wherever we are, individualty and corporately, for healing in our nation. We would

pray for att in teadership atthis time, making decisions about the containment of the COVID-19 virus, for

those working in health and sociaI care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether etderly or those

with underlying health conditions.

There are atready stories being told of wonderful acts of kindness across neighbourhoods. Atongside your

prayers, take the opportunity to telephone or emaiI someone who is isolated, buy some additionalfood for

your local foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an elderty neighbour. We may not be abte to touch

physically, but we can make connections in so many other ways.

ln the meantime, do please attend to al[ the government health advice that witl be issued, and look out for

resources from your specific church governing bodies. At least for those of us in the globat North, we do

seem to be in unusualtimes, and wisdom and flexibility aboutworship gatherings are a key part of our

Christian discipteship during this period.

We note thatthis ca[[to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of thankfutness,

remembering especiatty mothers who have served us, often in very costly ways. lt is also a very mixed day

for many. For some the remembrance is painful, and for others Mothering Sunday is a reminder of

disappointment or loss. ln many ways, this period under the shadow of the coronavirus will be prompting

simitarly diverse reactions and so it seems especiatty appropriate that the callto prayer is made this

Sunday. At this time of uncertainty join in with the National Day of Prayer and Action, tighting a candle of

hope.

"Cast atl your anxiety on him, because he cares far yau" L Peter 5:7

Presidents of Churches Together in England

Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury

CardinaI Vincent Nichots, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster

Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, The Free Churches Moderator

Archbishop Angaelos of London, CTE President for the Orthodox Churches

Pastor Agu lrukwu, CTE PentecostaI President

www.cte.org, u k/ca I ltoprave r



CeruOrtC BISHOpS' CONFERENCE Or ENCLRND AND WerUS

Liturgical Advice for the Bishops of England and Wales

in the tight of the COVID-19 Pandemic
18tr March 2020

This adoice willbe reoiewed and ileoeloped fls flecessary weekly

The Bishops' Conference of England and Wales, having consulted the Ordinaries of the

Dioceses, has agreed that the cessation of public liturgies should begin from Friday evening 20e

March 2020. Because of the situation the Church finds herself irU the obligation for the faithful

to attend HoIy Mass on a Sunday or Holy day of Obligation is removed, until further notice.

The following instruction is now given for the celebration of the Sacraments and sacramentals

of the Church at this time.

Celebrations of HoIy Mass

Priests (parish priest and assistant priests) who hold parochial office should continue to

celebrate Mass in a church within their parish without the faithful on a daily basis. Other

priests (i.e. retired from office or entrusted with a non-Parochial ministry) may celebrate Mass

without the faithful in a churctr, chapel or their private home. Deacons should not participate

in these celebrations.

The continuing celebration of Mass ensures that the faithful can join in spiritual communion

with the priests of the Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states (1364): As often as

the sacrifice of tLrc Cross by which 'Christ our Pasch has been sacrificed' is celebrated on the altar, the

work of our redemption is carried out. Darly liturgical resources for those at home, including those

for making a "spiritual Communion" with the priest, will be available on the CBCEW website.

Information about the live-streaming of the celebration of Mass will be made widely available

in our dioceses so that the faithful can participate in the prayers of the priest at Mass at home.

A fine example of this is from The National Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham will continue its

full liturgical prograrnme and this will be available to all via the Internet

(www.walsingham.org.uk)

Wherever possible, during this period churches will remain operL especially on Sundays, for

individual private prayer, without any organised services, and offering Prayer before the

Blessed Sacrament.



Baptisms

Baptisms should be deferred until such time that the public health advice is that congregations

can gather safely. In case of necessity, baptisms should be celebrated with all the hygiene

precautions that have been laid down by the Crurch in its COVID-L9 advice.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Confession may be offered on request as long as hygiene and social distancing requirements

are observed (eg a physical barrier between the penitent and the priest such as a grille and

cloth). The use of Rite II and Rite III of the Rite of Penance is not permitted as thig by

necessity, requires the gathering of people in our churches.

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion

These celebrations should be postponed until a time that allows for families and friends to

gather safely within our churches.

Confirmation
The celebrations of Confirmation should be deferred until such time that the public health

advice is that congregations cErr:r resume public worship.

Matrimony
If possible, the celebration of the sacrament of Matrimony should be deferred until such time

that people can gather in numbers safely. However, if this is not possible and only in the most

pressing of circumstances, then those present for the marriage should be restricted to the

celebrant, bride and groom and immediate family, and if necessary, the legal Registrar.

Anointing of the Sick

No pastoral visits should be made to people who are self-isolating until the isolation period

ends. However, do offer phone support. When anointing the sick, the Oil of the Sick can be

applied using a cotton bud which can be burned afterwards (one end for the head and the

other for the hands) and the priest extend his hands over the sick person for laying on of hands,

without physical contact. This has been confirmed as a valid mode of celebrating the

sacraments which involve "laying on of hands." Visits to people in care homes or hospitals

should follow advice from the staff on infection control.

Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil
This will be dependent on the forthcoming decisions of the Bishops for the Holy Week

ceremonies.

Funerals

There must be great pastoral sensitivity to this issue. The funeral service should take place at

the graveside or at a crematorium, subject to the conditions laid down by the cemetery or


